WORTH COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD
MINUTES

MAY, 8 2007

Vice President Smith called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM.  Board members present were Justin Faber, Troy Christianson, Randy Sime (late) and Jeff Vansteenburg (came late).  Others present were Larry Foley, Brian Heperly, Jim Medlang, Dan Block and Dean Mueller.

Christiansen moved to approve the agenda.  Second by Faber.  Motion carried.

Faber moved to approve the minutes.  Second by Christiansen.  Motion carried.

Director’s report:

1. Parks are open.  

2. The docks at Kuennen’s and Silver Lake are in.

3. We did 4 burns.  Still have 3 that should be done.

4. I purchased a snow blower from my uncles estate.

5. Most of the work on the old jetty at Silver Lake is complete.  Need a little more class E riprap and then top dress the jetty.

6. Our new computer is here.  Should be installed next week.

7. The county is planning on adopting a credit card policy and the Supervisors are asking that we adopt the policy also.

8. Received a call about a possible mountain lion.

9. The DNR is going to approve the appraisal on Mehus property.  Greve is working on an option to purchase.

10. Have had a couple of requests to cut firewood from the logging operations at Silver Lake and Brunsvold-Hogen.  They were not willing to pay for the wood.

11. Someone drove through the fence at Worth Co Lake and out and around Turkeyfoot.  There have been several other incedents on other areas this spring.

12. The beavers have the outlet to CT plugged again.

13. Bret thinks he can find a corn picker to harvest the corn at Land of Two Waters and Wally’s Woods.  Could possibly be worth $4-5,000.

14. William Franklin has a report of the river trails on the Shellrock river and plans to come to the next board meeting.
Christiansen moved to accept the Director’s report.  Second by Faber.  Motion carried

Naturalist report:

	2-Apr
	NK Mammals
	19 classes

	3-Apr
	nc 2
	Caves (2)

	12-Apr
	NK Ecol
	Walleyes

	13-Apr
	NC 5
	Candles (2)

	16-Apr
	NK 5
	Hatchet story field trip (2)

	24-Apr
	NK 5
	Bows

	25-Apr
	NC 2
	Trees (2)

	26-Apr
	NK 2
	Trees (2)

	30-Apr
	NC 3
	Groundwater (2)

	
	
	

	
	
	33 programs


Had my former ISU professor come in and guest lecture the Mamma logy class.  Dr. Bill Franklin talked about the South American Camelids.  

Rearing pond stocked with fingerling northern.  It should hold water through the time of release.  Received Casino grant to build the permanent structure.  Donny Pangburn signed 5 year use grant (had Dean and County attorney look it over).

Would like to try and sell some more firewood at Ochee and Silver Lake.  We have a rough idea what people might pay for it.  Silver lake walnut tops would be very accessible.

Medlang presented a report on the equestrian use at Ochee Yahola park.  Several clubs from outside of the county have used the trails, about 200 horses and riders in the last 2 years.  They would like to see the park continue to allow the horses on the trails.  They are also working on a plan for a horse campground and would apply for grant money to pay for the development.  Smith moved to allow the continued equestrian use of the trails in Ochee Yahola and that any development or changes must be approved by the Board.  Second by Christiansen.  Motion carried.
The Supervisors are asking that the conservation board allow them to put the citizen convenience center on 5 acres in the SW corner of Land of Two Waters.  The main concern was that the 200 yards hunting exclusion would be a problem, but because the wildlife area was there first it does not apply.  The other concern was possible contamination from the CCC.  With proper design and management it should not be a problem.  Christiansen moved to ask the DNR/Habitat Stamp Committee for permission to use the corner.  Second by Faber.  Motion carried.

Discussion on how to proceed with the development at Kuennen’s Quarry since our WCDA grant request was turned down was held.  Everyone agreed that we needed to move forward with the projects.  The Director was asked to look at other shelter house designs and get some cost estimates.  The Board also agreed that the metal shingles should be used due to their life expectancy.  Smith moved to have Alliant run underground power lines to the end of the south quarry.  Second by Sime.  Motion carried.
After covering the comp time issue, the board asked that the employees be asked their opinion.

There was discussion on where or not the board should set salary ranges for the various positions.  The idea was dropped at this time.

The Worth County Conservation Foundation gave a report on their activities.  There was also some discussion on up coming financial needs that the board may have and investment of the Foundations funds.

Smith moved to pay the following bills:

	Visa
	
	 $1,609.47 

	Dell Marketing L.P.
	
	 $1,523.00 

	Central Iowa Distributing
	
	 $   876.45 

	BMC Aggregates L.C.
	
	 $   762.56 

	Schumacher's Nursery
	
	 $   585.80 

	Trading Post
	
	 $   558.99 

	IACCB
	
	 $   450.00 

	Floyd & Leonard Auto Elec.
	
	 $   449.08 

	Worth County Engineer
	
	 $   439.50 

	Alliant
	
	 $   411.97 

	Northwood Motor Co.
	
	 $   385.56 

	Iowa Prison Industries
	
	 $   293.64 

	Northwood Lumber
	
	 $   208.39 

	Dan Block
	
	 $   142.93 

	Northwood Ag Products
	
	 $   136.40 

	FarmChem Corp
	
	 $   111.69 

	Martin Marietta Aggregates
	
	 $   107.85 

	Manly Junction Signal
	
	 $   101.80 

	Northwood Anchor
	
	 $   101.80 

	Arleigh Halverson Estate
	
	 $   100.00 

	Mediacom
	
	 $     79.95 

	Carquest Auto Parts
	
	 $     77.10 

	Heartland Power Coop
	
	 $     75.66 

	Falkstone LLC
	
	 $     72.42 

	Midwest Wireless
	
	 $     68.28 

	Fallgatters Market
	
	 $     58.61 

	Worth County
	
	 $     49.00 

	Northwood Equipment
	
	 $     18.33 

	City of Northwood
	
	 $     17.00 

	A&I Auto, Inc
	
	 $     14.71 

	Northwood Welding
	
	 $     10.48 

	Dean A Mueller
	
	 $       8.95 

	Hygenic Laboratory - Accts Receivable
	
	 $       4.00 

	
	Total
	 $  9,911.37 


Second by Sime.  Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 PM.

Submitted by:





Approved by:

_______________________________

______________________________

Dean A Mueller




Jeff Vansteenburg

Director





President 
